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Contributor Guidelines 
 

Fair Observer invites you to publish your perspective, share your narrative and join the global 

discourse. We welcome content in all forms — reports, articles, videos, photo features and 

infographics. 

We categorize content into five types: 

1. 360° analysis is our signature feature where you get context and insights from around 

the world. The context piece explains the background of the issue and its importance. 

Other articles are longer and present a plurality of perspectives on the same issue. 

Typically, they comprise 1,000-1,800 words. 

 

2. Opinion refers to articles on various issues that range from 800-1,500 words. We regard 

every article as a potential starting point for a new 360° analysis. 

 

3. In-Depth provides an examination of an issue in detail or an extensive overview of 

recent developments such as our weekly report that gives a snapshot of key 

developments around the globe. This may comprise 2,000-5,000 words. 

 

4. Our blog comprises informal reflections and ruminations on issues facing humanity 

written in the first person. Pieces are expected to comprise 500-800 words. 

 

5. Multimedia means content in video, audio, photo essays and any other interactive 

form. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fairobserver.com/category/360/
http://www.fairobserver.com/category/opinion/
http://www.fairobserver.com/category/in-depth/
http://www.fairobserver.com/region/north_america/make-sense-world-weekly-report-jan-28-2014/
http://www.fairobserver.com/category/blog/
http://www.fairobserver.com/category/multimedia/
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Articles 

Context Articles for 360°  

1. They should be 500-800 words long.  

2. They are the centerpiece of any 360° analysis and will comprise two subheadings: 

i. Background 

ii. Why is [the issue] relevant? 

3. Under the first subheading, explain the background of the issue under discussion. 

4. Under the second subheading, explain the relevance of the issue to our audience. 

5. The context has to offer a succinct and clear explanation of the issue under discussion to 

anyone with minimal knowledge of the subject matter. The context has to be objective 

and balanced.  

6. Note: These articles are commissioned by the Fair Observer team only. 

7. Please find some examples below: 

i. The Children of Conflict 

ii. History in the Making: A Guide to the 2014 Indian Elections 

iii. Ukraine's Crisis Explained 

iv. World Cup 2014: Passions and Protests 

v. Flames of Folly: On Burning and Banning Books 

360° & Opinion  

1. For 360° articles, the word limit is 1,000-1,800. Opinion pieces should be 800-1,500 

words long. 

2. They should offer clear perspectives and new insights.  

3. It is important to develop arguments and adduce evidence. Mere iteration of facts or 

bald assertions will not suffice. 

4. They should have: 

i. A reference to historical, economic or social context as applicable — e.g., “It is 

clear that the Kashmir dispute between India and Pakistan is influenced by the 

partition of British India in 1947.” 

ii. A “big picture” perspective: Remember not to get buried in minutiae or technical 

detail. Evidence and statistics are important to present a point and not 

important by themselves. The best pieces make connections between seemingly 

disparate elements and offer explanations that are highly insightful — e.g., “One 

can see that a similar budget crisis occurred in (19XY) in (Country A) after 

sustained deficits, and was resolved by slashing wasteful spending.” 

iii. Anticipate, if possible, what is likely to happen in the near future — e.g., “It is 

expected that policy makers will continue with the economic stimulus.” 

http://www.fairobserver.com/region/middle_east_north_africa/children-conflict/
http://www.fairobserver.com/region/central_south_asia/history-making-guide-indian-elections-50940/
http://www.fairobserver.com/region/europe/ukraines-crisis-explained-49862/
http://www.fairobserver.com/region/latin_america/world-cup-2014-passion-and-protests-97104/
http://www.fairobserver.com/region/north_america/flames-of-folly-on-burning-and-banning-books-97510/
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5. They should be written on issues, events and trends of significance. An analysis of 

immigration in the US or the state of the world economy, an examination of the 

changing weather patterns across the globe, or of innovation in space technology is 

exactly the kind of content that we welcome in these two category types. 

6. Personal opinion is welcome, but it should not overwhelm the presentation of the 

context and the facts of the issue. 

7. Please find below some examples that capture most of what we mention above: 

i. Kenya’s Withdrawal From the ICC: A Get Out of Jail Free Card? 

ii. Iraq: The Lasting Impact of the US Invasion 

iii. Putin's End Game in Crimea 

In-Depth 

1. These are meant to be 2,000-5,000 words. 

2. Remember, only substantive issues deserve an in-depth examination.  

3. Extensive reviews of key developments; the reports below are exemplars. 

i. Make Sense of the World: Weekly Report 

ii. Iraqi Refugees: Desperately in Search of Leonor  

Blog 

1. Ideally, these should be 500-800 words. 

2. This is meant to be a personal reflection or rumination on culture, society, politics, 

economics, technology or anything else. 

3. Whilst blog pieces are meant to be more informal and personal than in other categories, 

they are most effective when the writer is close to the subject and has intimate 

experience of the situation “on the ground.” Examples include: 

i. South Sudan Turns Three: Gaza, Obama and South Africa 

ii. America: Lost Child of the Enlightenment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fairobserver.com/region/africa/kenyas-withdrawal-icc-get-out-jail-free-card/
http://www.fairobserver.com/region/middle_east_north_africa/iraq-lasting-impact-us-invasion-69823/
http://www.fairobserver.com/region/europe/putins-end-game-crimea-68143/
http://www.fairobserver.com/region/north_america/make-sense-world-weekly-report-jan-28-2014/
http://www.fairobserver.com/region/middle_east_north_africa/iraqi-refugees-desperately-search-leonor/
http://www.fairobserver.com/region/africa/south-sudan-turns-three-gaza-obama-and-south-africa-10741/
http://www.fairobserver.com/region/north_america/america-lost-child-of-the-enlightenment-10107/
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Multimedia 
This includes content in all forms such as photo features, infographics, videos and audio. The 

key here is to have a story to tell and to tell it well.  

Guidelines for Photo Features 

1. Use a catchy title and tell a compelling story. 

2. Ideally, use 10-15 photos to tell a story. This is the optimal length for the Internet. 

3. Draft a one or two line description to place each photo in context and tell a story. 

4. Click here to send us photos via email or upload them to Dropbox and share the link 

with us by clicking here. If you do not use Dropbox but would like to, then contact us to 

receive instructions on how to do so. 

5. Photos should be over 938 (w) x 450 (h) and under 2mb in size. The file type should be 

jpg or png. 

Guidelines for Videos 

1. Make sure the sound is good so that you can be heard. 

2. Decent lighting is desirable so that people can see you. 

3. Describe topic — tell people what you will be talking about. 

4. Explain why your topic is important. 

5. Express your perspective — be succinct, lucid and logical. 

6. Summarize your perspective in a paragraph. 

7. Do all of this in a minute if you can and, in any case, do not exceed three minutes. 

8. Upload your video here, where you will find further instructions. 

Guidelines for Audio 

1. Make sure the sound is good so that you can be heard. 

2. Describe topic — tell people what you will be talking about. 

3. Explain why your topic is important. 

4. Express your perspective — be succinct, lucid and logical. 

5. Summarize your audio discussion in a paragraph. 

6. Send us your audio file by clicking here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:submissions@fairobserver.com
mailto:submissions@fairobserver.com
mailto:submissions@fairobserver.com
http://www.fairobserver.com/upload-video/
mailto:submissions@fairobserver.com
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Writing Tips 
 

Below, please find advice to will help you produce good pieces that, hopefully, will garner a 

wide audience, stimulate discussion and elevate discourse. 

Title and Article Summary  

Your title should be ten words or less. It should incorporate active words. It should also refer to 

the important issue or region or topic it covers. A punchy phrase is NOT enough. Capture the 

context so that your article shows up in search results and Google News. 

Each article must begin with a one sentence summary (the “lead”) that uses the active voice. 

Think of this as a trailer. Do not say, “an analysis” or “commentary” — tell us the salient finding 

from the analysis. 

Examples of Good Titles 

1. The EU Youth Guarantee: A "Lost Generation"?  

2. History in the Making: A Guide to the 2014 Indian Elections 

3. Google, Duolingo and the Problems of Internet Translation 

4. What Hope for the Children of Gaza? 

5. Youth Unemployment and the Rise of Neo-Nazism in Europe 

6. Ukraine's Crisis Explained 

7. The Children of Conflict 

Examples of Good Article Summaries 

1. Russia supports Assad for historic, economic and strategic reasons. 

2. Bungling with Russia over Crimea will send the West knocked out with a bloody nose. 

3. Piracy in the Gulf of Guinea could dwarf everything the world has seen in Somalia. 

4. Tax-free havens threaten the world economy and hurt the poor, causing much damage 

to Africa. 

5. Unrest in Thailand could influence political developments in Malaysia. 

6. Is the Youth Guarantee enough to get unemployed Europeans out of poverty? 

7. There is simply no justification for Russia's invasion and annexation of Crimea. 

Style Guidelines 

1. Please avoid colloquial language (e.g., “and don’t even get me started on his speech”). 

2. Please avoid endless fact-writing without flow or structure. If people wanted to learn 

about the Iraq War in complete detail, they could simply find it on Wikipedia. 
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3. Remember, Fair Observer is an analytical journal. Your opinion or argument should be 

well organized and carefully constructed. 

4. Facts should be stated clearly. If you make an inference from a fact, ensure that it 

follows the fact. 

5. Remember, readers will not have the same knowledge of the issue as you do. So please 

be clear, simple and accessible. 

6. Certain facts that may appear obvious to you will be unknown to readers. So 

explanations and transitions are critical. 

7. Back your arguments by using citations. Ideally, hyperlink the source of your citation or 

the evidence for a fact. At the very least, put this source in brackets in the same 

sentence. Remember, we do not publish footnotes, or sources, at the end of the article. 

General Principles 

1. Be thrifty. Make every word count. Remember, less is more. 

2. Be clear. Watch out for long sentences. They are a sure way to lose readers. If a 

sentence is more than two lines long, restructure it. If you cannot shorten your 

sentences, your argument is probably not tight enough. 

3. Avoid clichés. Metaphors lose their impact if they are too familiar. Be inventive. 

4. Please limit the use of rhetorical questions. 

5. Please remember that the content is read by an international audience. 

Grammar and Punctuation 

1. Use quotation marks, not inverted commas. 

2. Use one space after a full stop. 

3. Capitalize organizations, institutions and definite geographical places. 

4. Italicize foreign words, newspapers and publications. 

5. Dashes: Use the em dash with spaces either side (e.g., “Things have changed a lot in the 

last year — mainly for the better”). Do not use more than one dash, or a pair of dashes, 

in a sentence. Once in a paragraph is enough. “A dash is a mark of separation stronger 

than a comma, less formal than a colon, and more relaxed than parentheses.” 

6. Use a semi-colon instead of a full stop if you want to link ideas. 

Articles will be edited for: 

1. Grammar 

2. Length 

3. Clarity 

4. Accuracy  

5. Adherence to our House Style 
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Contributor Agreement 

You agree to: 

1. Be available to our editors to answer any questions; requests for clarification; requests 

for sources; or fact checks about your article. We will try our best to do this in a timely 

manner. 

2. Abide by the editors’ decisions. We may amend headlines and create sub-headings, so 

that the article is compliant with Fair Observer’s style. 

We request that: 

1. Your article should preferably not have been published before. 

2. You name your sources, so that your assertions can be verified. For us, accuracy is 

essential. 

We get more articles than we can publish, so please be patient. By contributing an article you 

cede to us the right to edit it, have the final say on edits and, in some cases, not to publish 

the piece. 

Editing process for your article 

Fair Observer reviews all submitted content. For content to be published, it goes through the 

following stages: 

1. Review of content  

2. Review of language 

3. Final review by Editorial Board 

Rights to your work 

All articles, multimedia content and other materials, creations, works of authorship and 

inventions submitted by you will be your sole property, but you grant us a perpetual, 

irrevocable, worldwide right and license to use, copy, reproduce, adapt, publish and distribute 

the content in any form. Full details are available in our full Contributor Agreement. 

Anonymous publication 

If you are at risk for expressing certain views under your real name, please click here to write to 

us. Please state that you wish to write under a pseudonym or an alias and provide an 

explanation of your particular personal situation. Your information will not be disclosed to a 

third party without your prior consent, unless we are legally required to do so. 

http://www.fairobserver.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Fair-Observer-Contributor-Agreement.pdf
mailto:submissions@fairobserver.com

